Influence of antioxidants on SOD activity in bovine sperm.
SOD activity and susceptibility to peroxidation on spermatozoa from frozen and fresh bovine semen were determined either in presence or not of synthetic (BHA) or natural (vitamin E) antioxidants. In sperm suspensions incubated with vitamin E, SOD activity was higher than in the control samples and the ones treated with BHA. It was found a highly significative correlation between malondialdehyde production and SOD activity. SOD activity could be used in bovine spermatozoa as a metabolic indicator of membrane integrity.